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IDENTIFICATION AND DESCRIPTION OF SOILS : PART 2

; Density/compactness/strength Composite soil Particle | Particle| PRINCIPAL Minor Examol
Soll Discontinuities Bedding Colour | types (mixtures of h ’ SoIL Visual identification no Stratum ampie
group i o shaps | size constituents name descriptions
Term Field test basic soil types) TYPE
Q Scale of spacing Scale of bedding For mixtures
& Loose . . . involvi BOULDERS i i
8 v By inspection of voids|  of discontinuities thickness '”s";:‘s"”fe:e;ylcfirze Only seen complete in pits or exposures Loose brown very sandy sub-
2 S and particle packing e e Red T A angular [ 299 Shell fragments, pockets of angular fine to coarse flint
5] Dense Term | cingmm | E™ | ickness mm | Orange | €M APPIOX. % COBBLES | Often dificult to recover whole from boreholes |peat, gypsum crystals, first GRAVEL with small pockets
S pacing velow secondary | syp angular760 gravel, fragments of brick, (up to 30mm) clay.
D ; Very Very thickly rootlets, plastic bags etc.
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@| Borehole with SPT N-value widely | Over2000 | bedded | Over2000 | Brown P ¢
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> ) 2 Thickl 2 Sub rounded using terms such as: RECENT DEPOSITS.
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2 White GRAVEL Easily visible to naked eye: Viedium d ahtb
= , Medium l-20 particle shape can be described: . edium dense light brown
_g’ Loose 4-10 Medium| 600 to 200 bedded | ©00 10200 Rounded grading can be described. with rare ALLUVIUM. gravelly clayey fine SAND
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4 A unpolished ) (sandy®) | >20 inor grading can be described. material specific basis :
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compacted | Crushedinthetingers unpolished thickness Dark | SAND glauconitic, | 02
discontinuities term in equal AND ) micacaous ilt visi i
Can be moulded or proportions. | Mottled| 5rayg | about50 etc. Fine Only coarse silt visible with hand lens:
) Otherwise . exhibits little plasticity and marked dilatancy: TOP SOIL.
Compacted| crushed by strong Spacing terms also ; using term . :
,\ pressure in the fingers | used for distance thlckness. of suchas [ 0.06 s!lghtly granu!ar or silky to the touch:
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NlVerysot | Finger easily isolated beds or | laminated| between e | secondary |Sighty | Coarse lumps dry quickly:
> 0-20 pushed in up to laminse, dessication subordinate calcareous | (g2 possesses cohesion but can be powdered MADE GROUND OR | Firm thinly laminated
© 25mm cracks, rootlets ets layers defined ; . Y 1ar
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2 ; ) Ver L
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: subjective. smooth to touch: Plastic brown clayey
“Very stiff | Can be indented CLAY | exhibits plasticity but no dilatancy: amorphous PEAT
150-300 by thumb nail stick to fingers and dries slowly: ] (RECENT DEPOSITS)
v shrinks appreciably on drying usually showing
ery
C';rdvfl‘;rak Can be scratched by (sandy”) | > gs” cracks.
v thumbnail
mudstone)
Cu > 300 kP4
. i Transported mixtures Colour
) Fibres already ) Plant remains - - - )
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